REMARKS ON THE EXTREME ATTENUATION OF HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES.

Samuel Hahnemann

[These remarks occur in the form of postscripts appended to a paper by Graf von Korsakof, published in the 11th and again in the 12th Vol. of the Archiv. F. kom. Heilk. In this paper the author mentions that he had diluted medicines up to the150th, 1000th and 1500th attenuation, and that he had found them even at that degree of dilution quite efficacious. He starts the idea that possibly the material division of the medicinal substance attains its limit at the third medicinal properties by a kind of infection or communication of the medicinal power, after the manner properties by a kind of infection or communication of the medicinal properties by a kind of infection or communication of the medicinal power, after the manner of contagious diseases, to the non-medicinal vehicle; and in corroboration of this notion he relates several experiments, in which he says he communicated medicinal properties to large quantities of unmedicated globules, by shaking them up with one dry medicated globule. He likewise remarks that by diluting medicines highly, and by employing such infected globules, the force of the primary action of the medicines, or their tendency to produce homoeopathic aggravations, declines, whilst the reaction of the organism, or the curative action of the medicine, continually increases.]
I. The essay of this intelligent and unwearied and honourable investigator and promoter of our art, incontestably corroborates the following truths that some observations of my own had already hinted at, viz., 1, that the development of the powers of medicinal substances by the process peculiar to homoeopathy, may be assumed to be almost illimitable; 2, that the higher their dynamization (dematerialization) is carried, the more penetrating and rapid does their operation become; 3, that, however, their effects pass off so much the more speedily.
All this is in strict accordance with my own experiments, though I have not carried them so far; one of them I may only allude to, namely, that once having prepared a dynamized attenuation of sulphur up to XXX (90th dilution), I administered a drop of it on sugar to an aged, unmarried lady, who was subject to rare epileptic attacks (one every 9, 12, 14 months), and within an hour afterwards she had an epileptic fit, and since then she remained quite free from them.
The opponents of homoeopathy, obstinately attacked to their old system, who seem to have made a resolution not to allow old system, who seem to have made a resolution not to allow themselves to be convinced of this wonderful development of the powers of crude medicinal substances, which however manifests itself to every unprejudiced person who honestly puts the matter to the test, and which gives to the practice of homoeopathy that tranquilling certainly and trustworthiness in the treatment of diseases with highly dynamized attenuations of medicines in the smallest doses, whereby it vastly surpasses every other method of treatment, - our opponents, I say, on being informed of these extended experiments and observations of the author of this treatise, who has rendered such service to our art, can do nothing more than, as they have hitherto done, remain standing in amazement below the steps of the outer-court to the sanctuary of these health-bringing truths, and announce by a sceptical smile their inability to avail themselves of these beneficent revelations of the nature of things for the welfare of their patients. They were the same sceptical smile when I some thirty and odd years ago pointed out the efficacy of the millionth part of a grain of belladonna in scarlet-fever; they can now also do nothing more when they read of the dematerialization of sulphur up to the thousandth potency, that it still displays a powerful medicinal action on the human body. Their Boeotian smiling however will not stay the eagle-flight of the new beneficent healing-art, and in the meantime they remain as they deserve to do, deprived of its blessings.(one might apply to these gentlemen Goethe’s words:
“Daran erkenn’ ich die gelehrten Hernn!
Was ihr nicht tastet, steht nicht Meilen fern;
Was ihr nicht fasst, das fehlt euch ganz und gar;
Was ihr nicht rechnet, glaubt ihr, sei nicht wahr;
Was ihr night wagt, hat fur euch kein gewicht;
Was ihr nicht munzt, das, meint ihr, gelte nicht.” 

(Faust, 2ter Theil.) )
However, it must be borne in mind, that the chief use of these experiments, was to demonstrate how high medicinal attenuations might be potentized without their action on man’s state of health being reduced to nothing, and for this, these experiments are invaluable; but for the homoeopathic treatment of patients it is advisable, in preparing all kinds of medicines, not to go higher than the decillionth attenuation and dynamization (X), in order that homoeopathic physicians may be able to assure themselves of uniform results in their practice. ([ In 1829 he wrote to Dr. Schreter thus (Brit, Jour. Of Hom., Vol. v, p. 398): “I do not approve of your dynamizing the medicines higher (as for instance, up to XII and XX, 36th and 60th dilutions]) There must be some end to the thing, it cannot go on to infinity. By laying it down as a rule that all homoeopathic remedies be attenuated and dynamized up to X [30th dil.], we have a uniform mode of procedure in treatment of all homoeopathists, and when they describe a cure, we can repeat it, as they and we operate with same tools. In one word, we would do well to go forward uninterruptedly in the beaten path. Then our enemies will not be able to reproach us with having nothing fixed – no normal standard.” In 1833 he speaks more favourably of the higher attentuations, such as the 60th, 140th, and 300th dilutions (Organon, § CCLXXVII, 2d note,) ascribing to them a more rapid and penetrating, but likewise a shorter action. Again in 1838 (Chr. Kr., part v, perface), he speaks approvingly of the 50th dilution. As a rule, he seems to have used chiefly the 30th dilution, still we find from the cases sent to dr. Bonninghausen, which I give farther on, that he occasionally gave other preparations, and in the letter of which a fac-simile is given in this work, he desires Dr. Lehmann to send him the 3rd trituration of certain medicines, whether for therapeutics use or for further dilution it is impossible to say.])
II. I can scarcely believe that the carefully discriminating Graf von Korsakoff can regard the subdivision and dynamization peculiar to homoeopathy as complete at the millionth and billionth development [3rd and 6th dilution], and incapable of any further disembodiment and spiritualization of their medicinal powers to an even greater degree by further trituration of the dry and further succussion of the fluid attenuations – the occurrence of which cannot be doubted – or that he actually looks upon them as weaker, as he seems to imply. Who can say that in the millionth or billionth development the small particles of the medicinal substances have arrived at the state of atoms not susceptible of further division, of whose nature we can form not the slightest conception? For if the living human organism shews an ever stronger reaction to the more highly dynamized attenuations when they are used medicinally (as experience teaches, and as the author himself admits), it follows that such higher medicinal preparations must be regarded as stronger, inasmuch as there can be no standard for measuring the degree of dynamic potency of a medicine, except the degree of the reaction of the vital force against it.
Thus much, however, is deducible from his experiments, that, since a single dry globule imbibed with a high medicinal dynamization, communicates to 13,500 unmedicated globules, with which it is shaken for five minutes medicinal power fully equal to what it possesses itself, without suffering any diminution of power itself, it seems that this marvellous communication takes place by means of proximity and contact, and is a sort of infection, bearing a strong resemblance to the infection of healthy persons by a contagion brought near or in contact with them – a perfectly novel, ingenious and probable idea, for which we are indebted to the Graf.
The communication or infection appears to take place by means of the power which is perpetually spreading around, like an exhalation or emanation from such bodies, even though they are dry, just like those globules the size of a mustard seed that had previously been moistened with a fluid medicine which we employ for the cure of patients by olfaction. A globule of this kind, e. g., of staphisagria X, which, in the course of twenty years, had been smelt several hundreds of times after opening the bottle in which it was, for a certain symptom that always recurred of the same character, possesses at first, which could not be the case did it not continually exhale its medicinal power in an inexhaustible manner.
The supposition of our author that dry globules that have been impregnated with a certain degree of development of power can be further dynamized and their medicinal power increased in their bottles by shaking or carrying about in the pocket, like medicinal fluids further shaken, is not borne out by any fact, and will appear to me incredible until it is supported by proper experimental proofs.
On the whole we owe many thanks to this ingenious and indefatigable investigator for his present valuable communication. 

Cothen, 30th may, 1832.
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