ON THE IMPREGNATION OF THE GLOBULES WITH MEDICINE.
(From the Archiv der hom. Heilk., Vol. Viii, pt, 2, p. 162. 1829.)
[This article appears as a note appended to a communication from M. Korsakoff, A Russian homoeopathic dilettante, suggesting the use of little tubes for holding the globules ready made, such as those at present in almost universal use for pocket cases. He proposed that the globules should be saturated by pouring upon them two or three drops of the medicinal dilution, and shaking the bottle several times strongly.]
If we add to the mode of procedure recommended by the esteemed author of this letter, that the globules, from 5 to 600 of which should be in each little bottle, and fill it only about half fall, should be moistened with from three to four drops of the alcoholic medicinal dilution, and not shaken in the corked up bottle, but rather stirred about in it with a silver or glass pin, and the bottle kept in the corked until by the evaporation of the alcohol they become dry and no longer adhere to each other, so that each globule may be taken out separately; in this way the homoeopathic possesses indisputably the most convenient process for having his medicines always of the same good quality and ready for immediate use.
The medicated alcohol that evaporates whilst the globules are thus stirred for about an hour, is no less for the globules that are thus dried in the bottle, seeing that, strictly speaking, for the purpose of moistening 600 of the smallest globules a single drop would suffice, and consequently in this desiccation by the evaporation of the superfluous medicated alcohol, they do not undergo any diminution whatsoever of their medicinal power, as I have been superabundantly convinced by employing them in practice.
With this little alteration the process recommended by my esteemed and patriotic correspondent deserves that thanks of every homoeopathic practitioner, for it is the most perfect that has been proposed, as my own experience convinces me.
It is only in this form that the homoeopathic medicines can be sent to the most distant parts without any alteration of their powers, which is impossible to be done in their fluid form; for in that case the medicinal fluid, which has already been sufficiently potentized during their preparation (by two successions at each dilution), receives an enormous number of additional successions during the transport, and they are so highly potentized during a long journey, that on their arrival they are scarcely fit for use, at least not for susceptible patients, on account of their excessive strength, as many observations go to prove.
The manufacture of little bottles from glass tubes by means of the blow-pipe, as our author directs, is a real improvement, as they can be prepared in this way much more easily, neatly and completely (with scarcely any constriction of the neck) than they can be obtained in ordinary glass manufactories. (Hahnemann as we learn from his writings, used globules of various sizes. Those for administration by the mouth he usually describes as of the size of a poppy-seed; he states them to be of the weight of 300 (Introd. To Belladonna and to Aconite, R. A. M. L.,, pt. I, p. 188) to te grain, and he says that 1000, many more than 1000 (R. A. M. L., loc. Cit. Or 300 (Organon § cclxxxv, note) of them are sufficiently moistened by one drop of alcohol.Those for olfaction he usually states to be of the size of a mustard seed (Organon , p. 9, note); and he elsewhere (Organon, § cclxxxviii, note) states that 10, 20, or 100 may weigh a grain. These globules were to be made by the confectioner of sugar (Organon, § cclxxxv. into a small glass or pocelain cup, to pour upon them a few drops of the medical dilution, to let them stand thus a minute, and then to empty them out on blotting paper, so as to dry them before putting them into a bottle for future use.] Published as a pamphlet. Leipzic, 1831.
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